Sermon Series: “Names of the Passion” — Lord of L& Lutheran, Westfield, IN—3/9/2008

Title: “Lamb of God”

Text: The next day John saw Jesus coming toward himadd"t.ook, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world! John 1:29

Intro:  llls.: Agonizing over the paid debt

Theme: In the picture language of the wordsaimb of God' we find both a strong and comforting reassurance
that our salvation in Jesus is both complete ateltalcarry out God’s plan for us to deliver us leom
to heaven.

A Lamb that takes our place
Jesus became the lamb which God provided when caurd be offered by us
1. The Abraham - Isaac story of Genesis 22
a. Abraham was faced with a request which was imptessitd crushing — sacrifice his only s@2(2)
b. Isaac asked the innocent but disturbing questiBof whereisthelamb” Gen 22: 7
c. Often, we are at our wits end, tapped out, not &bgve another thing, and yet our broken life
demands more
2. With Abraham we can sayThe Lord will provide” Gen 22: 14
a. When our sin has wreck our life or another’sTe Lord will provide
b. When we cannot forgive the vilest of things anoties said or done Fhe Lord will provide
c. When sin-sick and consequence weary in our livd%e-Lord will provide
d. When faced with impending or unexpected death,ezhbyg sin’s creep in our life F+he Lord will
provide
Jesus become the lamb by which God foreverRasis-over our guilt Print Exodus 12: 5, 7, 13
1. God’s great salvation analogy began in the firsisBaer of Egypt when he spared enslaved Israeés li
2. Fast-forward to Jesus’ pivotal moment at 3 in tieraoon on that first Good Friday — when the lambs
of that Passover were being brought to the tengpbeetkilled — God offers up Jestise final Passover
Lamb
3. We no longer are required to appease God’s anggunstakes our place, steps in the way, takesdtthe h
forever
A Lamb that coversour debt
A Lamb whose blood is shed because a death isregtjfar sin Print Hebrews 9: 22
1. The terrible truth about sin (any sin) and its d¢ogiur lives is that it requires death as a paymen
a. "The soul who sins will die.” Ezekiel 18:4
b. The reason for the sacrifice of lambs in the O.@&sw demonstrate deadly seriousness of sin
c. That is why Jesus had to die such an ugly and gmiesleath — it was on behalf of all of our sins
2. When with callous disregard we march off in stulbb@bellion and sin in our lives, no sacrifice rémsa
a. Print Hebrews 10: 26-29
A perfect Lamb which makes a “once-for-all” paymémtsin Print Hebrews 9: 25-26
1. In the Old Testament God always required the seerdf a perfect lamb
a. The price of a lamb was no small sacrifice fordkerage Israelite household
b. Any deliverance is always something which comageat cost — why Jesus pictured as God’s lamb
offering
c. llls.: God bought back his own sheep
2. But unlike the world’s treasure and false religigresace, Jesusnce-for-all, paid the price of peace for
us
a. For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteofor the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 1 Peter
3:18
b. Come out from under the oppressive and crushing @uour past, the Lamb of God has died for you
A Lamb who securesour victory (Print Rev. 7: 9-17
Willing to submit and serve the Lamb of God



1. Normally, we do not see in the picture of a landmarce of power and comfort

2. But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling blookJews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to thoserwh
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ theepof God and the wisdom of God. 1 Cor. 1:23-24

3. Is Jesus, the Lamb of God, too weak of a Savioydor, or will you humble yourself to be led by him?
(7:10)

Willing to be washed by the blood of the Lamb

1. He may use trials and tribulations in our life blgish he brings us to our knees and closer to [t

2. llls.: God Abandoned His Lamb

Willing to set our passion on following him homeheaven above all else in our livgs {5-17)

1. | give them eternal life. They will never be I@std no one will tear them away from me. John 10:28

Agonizing over a paid debt

| was having breakfast with my dad and my youngerat the Real Food Café on Eastern Avenue, jush s
Alger in Grand Rapids. As we were finishing our inéaoticed that the waitress brought our chehknttook
it away, and then brought it back again. She placed the table, smiled, and said: "Somebody enrtsstaurant
paid for your meal. You're all set." And then shaked away. | had the strangest feeling sittingeh&€he
feeling was helplessness. There was nothing | cdaldt had been taken care of. To insist on pawogld
have been pointless. All | could do was trust thlaht she said was actually true and then live at-thwhich
meant getting up and leaving the restaurant. Mgatamce of what she said gave me a choice: tdikeet was
true or to create my own reality in which the liths not paid. That is our invitation—to trust tie don't owe
anything. To trust that something is already troeut us, something has already been done, somédthsgeen
there all along. To trust that grace pays the IRlbb Bell, Repainting the Velvet Elvis (Zondervan, Q05), p.
151-152

God Bought Back His Sheep

There's a line in the Old Testament written bydbkahat tells the result of God's gamble, (Isaiaiep "We all,
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has ttwri@d own way." Although God has a right to ovenbecause
he created us, he gave us the option of freedodhwarall left. We chose sin and did not love hinhasvanted
to be loved. In response, he chose to send oatmsson to look for us, to hunt us down, to findl a@deem us
at a terrible cost--the cost of his own life. A gherd notches the ear of a lamb born to his floeklzas rightful
ownership. That lamb deliberately walks away. Tinepherd searches near and far to get that lamb Adokg
time later, he finds not a baby lamb but a groweeghfor sale at an animal auction. The shepheatrezes
his mark on that sheep's ear. He goes to the aeetiaand says, "l can see the mark. That sheemés"nThe
auctioneer says, "Listen, you must bid and payljkstanybody else." The shepherd bids and pays an
outrageous price, far above any reasonable maake¢ vn order to get his lamb. He now has a dougté to
own this sheep: from birth, from redemption. God haight to own us as creator and because hednhshe
blood of his own Son--an outrageous price far almwenarket value--in order to redeem us back agagith
Anderson, "The Lord Is My Shepherd," Preaching Today, Tape No. 136.

God abandoned his Lamb so that you never would be

Author Max Lucado writes vividly of the abandonmehthe Son on the cross as he bore our sin: "Bdie

cup, my Son. Drink it alone."” God must have weph@performed his task. Every lie, every lure, g\a@t done
in shadows was in that cup. Slowly, hideously tiveye absorbed in the body of the Son. The finabact
incarnation. The spotless Lamb was blemished. Tihg turns away from his Prince. The undiluted wraitla
sin-hating Father falls upon his sin-filled SoneTire envelops him. The shadows hide him. ThelSoks for

his Father, but the Father cannot be seen. "My &yd5od..why?" It was the most gut-wrenching cry of
loneliness in history, and it came not from a presoor a widow or a patient. It came from a hilyrh a cross,
from a Messiah. "My God, my God," he screamed, "dityyou abandon me!" Never have words carried such
hurt. Never has one being been so lonely. The despdarker than the sky. The two who have beenare




now two.Max Lucado, The Cross (Multhomah, 2002) p. 33-34

Exodus 12: 5,7,13

The animals you choose must be year-old males uiittiefect. . .Then they are to take some of thedbbnd
put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes®fiuses where they eat the lambs . . .The bldbdena sign
for you on the houses where you are; and when theeblood, | will pass over you. No destructivagle will
touch you when | strike Egypt.

Hebrews 9:22
In fact, the law requires that nearly everythingcleansed with blood, and without the sheddinglobd there
is no forgiveness.

Hebrews 10:26-29

5 we deliberately keep on sinning after we haweeieed the knowledge of the truth, no sacrificediois is
left, ?’but only a fearful expectation of judgment andagfing fire that will consume the enemies of God.
»Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died withoetey on the testimony of two or three witnes$&$ow
much more severely do you think a man deserves fmihished who has trampled the Son of God unad¢r fo
who has treated as an unholy thing the blood ottivenant that sanctified him, and who has insuhedSpirit
of grace?

Hebrews 9: 25-26

Every year the chief priest went into the holy plé@ make a sacrifice with blood that isn't his oWowever,
Christ didn't go into heaven to sacrifice himsglaim and again. Otherwise, he would have had tersofany
times since the world was created. But now, atetitof the ages, he has appeared once to remobg kia
sacrifice.

Rev. 7:9-17

°After this | looked and there before me was a gmeatitude that no one could count, from every ortiribe,
people and language, standing before the thronéndnaint of the Lamb. They were wearing white rslaad
were holding palm branches in their hands.

°And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation beje to our God, who sits on the throne, and td_gmeb."
YAl the angels were standing around the throneandnd the elders and the four living creaturegyTll
down on their faces before the throne and worsh®ed, **saying: "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and
thanks and honor and power and strength be to odf@ ever and ever. Amen!**Then one of the elders
asked me, "These in white robes--who are theyydrate did they come from?"

1 answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "Thesetaey who have come out of the great tribulatibay
have washed their robes and made them white iblttwel of the Lamb.

Therefore, "they are before the throne of God amdeshim day and night in his temple; and he whoai
the throne will spread his tent over thetfiNever again will they hunger; never again will thiiyst. The sun
will not beat upon them, nor any scorching h&%tor the Lamb at the center of the throne will beirth
shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living@vaAnd God will wipe away every tear from theyes."



