Sermon Series: “New Testament Postcards” — Lord dfife Lutheran, Westfield, IN—1/6/2008

Title:  “Reconciling Differences”

Text: Philemon

Intro.: llls.: Carl Sandberg’s view on reconciliation

Theme: When it comes to broken relationships, we standiygbeneath the cross and so have access to the
power which heals wounds and transcends barrietsli@des so that by grace we may be reconciled
to each other.

The context of irreconcilable hur{Print verses 8-1)
$ Brokenness over sin between two parties has a comality — a need for grace
1. Because sin never deserves to be forgiven
a. Paul addresses a mag®bdilemor) of a runaway slavednesimuy who deserved the very worst in
their culture
b.  The context of the one who sinned against gdhat they deserve punishment — but so do you
C The soul that sins, it shall die. Ezekiel 18: 4
d. There is no one righteous, not even one. . .alehawmed away, they have together become
worthless. Rom3:10
e. llls.: He started it but you finished it!
2. Because sin can only be forgiven unconditignall
a. If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, whautd stand? But there is forgiveness with You,
That You may be feared. Psalm 130:3-4
b. A forgiving heart is the mark of one who undansls, believes in, and trusts what God has daneirio
or her
c. "This is how my heavenly Father will treat eaclyofi unless you forgive your brother from your
heart." Mat 18:35
$ Reconciliation is forgoing your right to claim yorghts
1. Differentiating between the culture of the wdorl .
a.  World culture, based uporpay-as-you-go systemequires the law of equality, rules, penalties,
winners/losers
2. ...and the culture of Christ, based uporaheof love requires love, mercy, sacrifice, and service
a. Have this attitude within you which was also in iShdesus. Philippians 2: 5
b. Speak and act as those who are going to be judgékedaw that gives freedom, because judgment
without mercy will be shown to anyone who has eentmerciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!
James 2:12-13
The art of reconciliation
$ Begin with a soft answeP(int verses 1-7
1. Paul commends Philemon for his Christian fartd churchman-ship
a. Fellow-worker(vs. 1);leadership(church...in your home-vs. Zgith and deedgvs. 5);
encouragement7)
b.  Paul sets the spiritual tone for the convessaferace 3); (prayer4); (withess-6)
2. First, Find something good to say and sharetaibe individual
a. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever ibley whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything isebent or praiseworthy--think about such things.
Philip. 4:8
$ Get to the pointl—God'’s point of viewP(int verse 9-29
1. Don’t focus on what is wrong but on what's gosd 10, 11 — useful not useless
2. Not obligated by rules but compelled by lwge 14
a. For Christ's love compels us, because we are copdithat one died for all, and therefore all diéd.
Cor.5:14
3.  Not focused opast failuresbut onpresent realitiesandfuture possibilitiesvs. 16
4, Not as a moral superior but as a partner irgthoal news of Jeswss. 17-19
5.  Model your Christ confidence in the positivel@asultvss. 19-22



$ Remember you are not the reconciler but the mgssen

1. Allthisis from God, who reconciled us to himsketbugh Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the wotlal himself in Christ, not counting men's sins agtin
them. And he has committed to us the messageasfaiation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through usinvgeore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to
God. 2 Cor. 5:18-20

2. We are never told if Philemon reconciled witheSimus
a. llls.: Lady and the Tiger story by Frank Stockton

3.  We are called to give opportunity to recontitia processes by Jesus, the Lord of Life and Deeltlo
backs up our efforts, to cover whatever we mayabkihg in the sacrifice
a. And my God will meet all your needs according ®dtorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God

and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Ph#i19-20

Carl Sandberg’s view on reconciliation
Love your neighbor as yourself; but don't take ddlenfence.—Carl Sandburg, American poet, novelist,
and historian (1878-1967) Carl Sandburg, The Peopl&es

Philemon 1:1-22

'From Paul, who is a prisoner for Christ Jesus,@androther Timothy.

To our dear coworker Philemofaur sister Apphia, our fellow soldier Archippusgdahe church that meets in
your house®Grace and peace from God our Father and the LewsJehrist are yours!

*Philemon, | always thank my God when | mention ijomy prayers becausehear about your faithfulness to
the Lord Jesus and your love for all of God's pedls you share the faith you have in common with athe
pray that you may come to have a complete knowledgeery blessing we have in Chri&our love for

God's people gives me a lot of joy and encouragénYeu, brother, have comforted God's people.

8Christ makes me bold enough to order you to daige thing.°However, | would prefer to make an appeal
on the basis of love. I, Paul, as an old man andagrisoner for Christ JesuSappeal to you for my child
Onesimus [Useful]. | became his spiritual fatherehia prison*Once he was useless to you, but now he is
very useful to both of us.

12l am sending him back to you. This is like sending a part of myself-*l wanted to keep him here with me.
Then he could have served me in your place whil in prison for spreading the Good Newfset, | didn't
want to do anything without your consent. | want yo do this favor for me out of your own free wilithout
feeling forced to do it.

®Maybe Onesimus was gone for a while so that yolddoave him back forever-no longer as a slave but
better than a slave—as a dear brother. He is edlyedear to me, but even more so to you, both person and
as a Christian.

It you think of me as your partner, welcome hinmyas would welcome mé?if he wronged you in any way
or owes you anything, charge it to m#, Paul, promise to pay it back. I'm writing thisttvmy own hand. |
won't even mention that you owe me your [#So, because we're brothers in the Lord, do songefbirme.
Give me some comfort because of ChAdtam confident as | write to you that you will dus. And | know
that you will do even more than | ask.

*’One more thing—have a guest room ready for mepéhbat, because of your prayers, God will give me
back to you.



