Sermon Series: “Operation Go!"—Lord of Life Lutheran, Westfield, IN—2/10/2008

Title: “Hardcore Witness”

Text: John 1: 43-51

Intro: llls.: How do we get bread?—a study in skepticism

Theme: When witnessing to the skeptical person, donit oel gimmicks or arguments; rather invite them to
come and see Jesus and let the power of his worgramise convince them to believe.

When skepticism raises its objection, knowing hawaiddress it in Jesus
Understand why skepticism may be occurring in axfallen world
1. We put trust in broken and temporal things and [B@nd that trust is often disappointed
a. We believe that we can't take anyone “at his word”
b. llls.: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
2. Uninformed assumptions fed by prejudicial keepramfrecognizing truth
a. Nathaniel assumed nothing good could come fromlarsawn Bethsaida, thus making Jesus suspect
(vs. 46)
b. Arguing some out of their prejudice seldom worlether a “come and see” approach may be the best
approach
Addressing skepticism with God’s Wisdom
1. Instead of arguing with logic use God’s wisdom imriGt
a. So when we preach that Christ was crucified, tivesJare offended, and the Gentiles say it’s all
nonsense. But to those called by God to salvatidgphrist is the mighty power of God and the
wonderful wisdom of God. 1 Cor. 1: 23-24 (NLT
b. The power of a witness is not in the logic but pheof of changed lives in Jesus.
c. Philip from Bethsaida, maybe reason for Nathang{apticism 44), but also reason for a changed
opinion@3)
d. Philip did not focus Nathaniel on his argument mutlesusGome and see—vs. %6
2. Don’t put down your friend for their skepticism dutild on their quest for truthn(whom there is
nothing false-47%
a. Jesus gives Nathaniel a complement to attracttt@ataon
b. Paul did the same with the Atheniahsde that your are very religious. Acts 17) 22
c. We may not care for the way an individual actskkjrbut we must care about him or her redeemed by
Jesus
d. Jesus Christ . . . is the payment for our sins, @aotdonly for our sins, but also for the sins o thhole
world. 1 John2: 1-2
Overcoming skepticism through Jesus who gives us ikason to believe
Laying the foundation for faith in God’s Word
1. Philip knew God’s Word enough to know Jesus wakdeal to have a credible witness before Nathaniel
a. "We have found the one Moses wrote about in theA,aand about whom the prophets also wrote--
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." vs. 45
b. A fulfillment of Isaiah 9: 1/In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun andlémel of Naphtali, but
in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentjley the way of the sea, along the Jordan.”
2. Convinced of who Jesus is in our own lives, we bee&od’s fiving proof’ in word and action
a. Faith comes from hearing the message and the messdgard through the Word of Christ. Rom. 10:
17
Moving the perspective from humanly impossible twilely probable
1. Nathaniel judged life based upon what he could'¢ee4§ but Jesus gave him a perspective beyond
himself 48)
a. llls.: From God'’s perspective — Earl Weaver/Reggidackson/1972 Baltimore Orioles
b. Jesus helps us to realize that the “unseen” sairgxists alongside of the “seen” physical world
c. For in hope we have been saved, but hope thatis isenot hope; for who hopes for what he already



sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, \eitbeperance we wait eagerly for it. Romans 8:24-25
2. The role of our witness is to take our friend teulke the spiritual eye doctor
a. The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he haséedime to preach good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners aabvery of sight for the blind. Luke 4: 18
Building a long term relationship with Jesus rattiian an immediate religious experience
1. Jesus cautioned Nathaniel that faith by sight rgdeous Print and read vs. 49-50
a. llls.: Parable of the Sower/rocky ground (Print Matt 13: 20-21)
2. Living from one religious high to another will spirally burn out a new believer
3. Long term faith building takes much work with smatimediate return but lasting Heavenly rewaiisi (

A study in skepticism

Four-year-old Jason fixed his eyes on the Sundayad¢each as who was trying to draw an analogyéen
Jesus, the Bread of Life, and common loaves ofthr@® make the point the teacher began by expigihow
we get bread in our homes. She said, “First thedasows his seed, then God sends rain and s@nshire
grain is harvested and ground into flour. Thenlthker makes the flour into loaves of bread.” ®hs just
about to make the connection between bread and Wwdwn little Jason interrupted, “Maybe you getnjoead
that way but we get our bread from Casey’s Gro&oye.” So much for the analogy.

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star

The main Hall of the Hayden Planetarium New Yorky@vas filled with youngsters on a field trip. Thghts
dimmed and the magnificent star show began. Thatwarintroduced his talk to the hused, awed awgidyy
stating that on a clear night one can see over 308 in the sky. Pausing to collect his thoughts narrator
was interrupted by one solitary voice of a youngwho said, “One, two, three . . .” The narrat@govering
gamely said, “Well, most people take our word fdr i

From God'’s Perspective

Back in their pennant run of 1972 the Baltimoreo®s where managed by Earl Weaver. They also had a
eccentric outfielder in Reggie Jackson. Much tike prima donna athlete on many present day pmsea
Jackson like to march to the beat of his own driieaver had a rule that no one could steal a basssi
given the steal sign. This upset Jackson becauatthe knew the pitchers and catchers well ehdagudge
who he could and could not steal off of. So ona@ae decided to steal without a sign. He got a gomp off
the pitcher and easily beat the throw to second.bas he shook the dirt off his uniform, Jacksomlaed with
delight, fe3eling he had vindicated his judgmentitomanger. Later Weaver took Jackson aside gpldiaed
why he hadn’t given the steal sign. First, thetrimatter was Lee May, his best power hitter othantJackson.
When Jackson stole second, first base was left,guethe other team walked May intentionally, nakihe bat
out of his hands. Second, the following battemfidoeen strong against that pitcher, so Weavéhiehad to
send up a pinch hitter to try to drive in the merbase. That left Weaver without bench strengthafier on in
the game which eventually proved to be a costlyemagulting in the Orioles losing a crucial gariée
problem was Jackson saw only his relationship égoilcher and catcher. Weaver was watching thdevho
game. Like Nathaniel, we only see so far—far shbwhat God sees. As we witness to someone like
Nathaniel, our role is to help them to hear thatéhmight be another perspective; however, we dave to
convince them of this. All we must do is help thientome and see Jesus. Like Nathaniel, theyonlil gain
spiritual sight when they are impacted by Jesushamtife-changing Word.




John 1:43-51

**The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilewifg Philip, he said to him, "Follow me*Philip, like
Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Beths&i#hilip found Nathanael and told him, "We have fotimel

one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whaptbphets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, thefson o
Joseph."**Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" hizdiel asked. "Come and see," said Philip.
“"When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he saichofHere is a true Israelite, in whom there is irah
false."*®How do you know me?" Nathanael asked. Jesus aes\wdrsaw you while you were still under the

fig tree before Philip called you**Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the S@vadf you are the King

of Israel."*%Jesus said, "You believe because | told you | ssmunder the fig tree. You shall see greater things
than that.®He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall keaven open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man."

Matthew 13:20-21

?’The one who received the seed that fell on rocges is the man who hears the word and at oncivesde
with joy. #But since he has no root, he lasts only a shog.titvhen trouble or persecution comes because of
the word, he quickly falls away.



