Becoming God’'s Humble Hero: When God Says Thatsugh
Message for September 2, 2007 ~ Eric Nelson
1 Kings 21

lllustration: Elijah Lovejoy
Recap of Ahab & Jezebelwhat they have done:
0 Scripture states that the evil that the previong&idid seemed trivial
compared to what Ahab did
Married Jezebel against Jewish law
Worship the Baals and put up Asherah poles
Rebuilt Jericho
Killed the Lord’s prophets
Tried to kill Elijah
Set up a treaty with a pagan neighboring countd/laafriended their
king instead of killing their leaders as commanbgdod
In all that they have done, God continued to sersdoirbphets to try and
turn Ahab away from evil. He has threatened Higjuent on Ahab &
Jezebel, but has yet to actually carry out theesmat Is Ahab becoming
arrogant, thinking that he may actually be abovdG®RIDE &
GREED
1 KINGS 21:1-3

'Some time later there was an incident involvingn@yard belonging
to Naboth the Jezreelite. The vineyard was in &zobose to the palace
of Ahab king of SamaridAhab said to Naboth, “Let me have your
vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, sincedtase to my palace. In
exchange | will give you a better vineyard or,atiyprefer, | will pay you
whatever it is worth.” But Naboth replied, “The @rp forbid that |
should give you the inheritance of my fathers.”
Naboth sees his vineyard, not just as land, buft &#gm God. His
respect for God is greater than his fear of Ahab.
Vs. 4-6

*So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Nébotlezreelite
had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of/rfathers.” He lay on
his bed sulking and refused to edlis wife Jezebel came in and asked
him, “Why are you so sullen? Why won'’t you eat®e answered her,
“Because | said to Naboth the Jezreelite, ‘Sellyoer vineyard; or if
you prefer, | will give you another vineyard in lece.’ But he said, ‘I
will not give you my vineyard.’ ”
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Ahab, strong powerful Ahab pouts and complainstatid only half the
truth. He’s not content.
Jezebel's plan — Vs. 7-15
’ Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as lomgr Israel? Get

up and eat! Cheer up. I'll get you the vineyardNatboth the Jezreelite.”
®So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his@ethem, and sent
them to the elders and nobles who lived in Nabatitiswith him.? In
those letters she wrote: “Proclaim a day of fastargd seat Naboth in a
prominent place among the peopf&But seat two scoundrels opposite
him and have them testify that he has cursed bothaad the king. Then
take him out and stone him to death:So the elders and nobles who
lived in Naboth’s city did as Jezebel directedha letters she had
written to them*?They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth in a
prominent place among the peopf&Then two scoundrels came and sat
opposite him and brought charges against Nabothriedahe people,
saying, “Naboth has cursed both God and the kirgp“"they took him
outside the city and stoned him to deatffhen they sent word to
Jezebel: “Naboth has been stoned and is de&ths soon as Jezebel
heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, slietgaihab, “Get up
and take possession of the vineyard of Nabothdheedlite that he
refused to sell you. He is no longer alive, butdiza®When Ahab heard
that Naboth was dead, he got up and went downki passession of
Naboth’s vineyard.
That's enough of Ahab’s evil. Once again, it'séito bring in Elijah:

"Then the word of thedrp came to Elijah the Tishbité®*“Go down
to meet Ahab king of Israel, who rules in Sama#a.is now in Naboth’s
vineyard, where he has gone to take possessiand$ay to him, ‘This
Is what the brRD says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his
property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what theRD says: In the place
where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will ligkyour blood—yes,
yours!” ”  Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my efeth
have found you,” he answered, “because you hawe gmlirself to do
evil in the eyes of thedrp. **‘I am going to bring disaster on you. | will
consume your descendants and cut off from Ahaly éagtrmale in
Israel—slave or fre€¢?| will make your house like that of Jeroboam son
of Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, becgosehave provoked
me to anger and have caused Israel to $fitAnd also concerning
Jezebel the @rD says: ‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall ozréel.’
24«Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab who dietie tity, and the
birds of the air will feed on those who die in twintry.” >°*(There was



never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to doirthe eyes of the

Lorp, urged on by Jezebel his wiféHe behaved in the vilest manner by
going after idols, like the Amorites therkD drove out before Israel.)
Ahab’s repentance

2"When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothgsympsackcloth

and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went aroundkigee

God’s response — forgiveness but consequences.s&sdthat’s

enough. His repentance is enough.

»Then the word of thedrp came to Elijah the Tishbité®“Have you
noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before meauede has
humbled himself, | will not bring this disasterhis day, but | will bring
it on his house in the days of his son.”

o Epilogue:
* Ahab’s repentance is only temporary, though, aguiekly returns
to his old evil ways and habits of ignoring Godishets.
* Ahab is killed in battle three years later and bBet&ater also died
a tragic death just as Elijah has prophesized.
But that’s not fair! How can God still show lovegomeone that evil?
o0 Because of sin, we are all equal.

lllustration — “C” Grade

“There is no one righteous, not even one; thenei®ne who
understands, no one who seeks God. All have tlanag, they
have together become worthless; there is no onedeke
good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12)

o God loves all.
Repent & Believe - That's enough
0 Jesus has done it all for us — once on the cross
Unlike the other high priests, he does not neeaffer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sinadahen for the
sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sinsefor all when
he offered himself. (Hebrews 7:27)

o Forgiveness is for all, not just a few
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteofor the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)



o We now have a new life in Christ
Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized i@hrist
Jesus were baptized into his death®e were therefore buried
with him through baptism into death in order thast as
Christ was raised from the dead through the gldrthe
Father, we too may live a new life.
* Ourresponse: Forgive as the Lord forgave us.
2Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and déavisd, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humilitytlgee@ss and patience.
13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievangeu may have
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave. ybAnd over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them aketogr in perfect unity.
(Colossians 3:12-14)
 [llustration: Corrie Ten Boom

Elijah Lovejoy

In the 1830s, the great American hero, editor, scteacher, and Minister
Elijah Lovejoy left the pulpit and returned to thess in order to be sure his
words reached more people. The Civil War might Haaen averted and a
peaceful emancipation of slaves achieved had thexa more like him.
After observing one lynching, Lovejoy was committecever to fighting
uncompromisingly the awful sin of slavery. Mob aatwas brought against
him time after time; neither this nor many threatsl attempts on his life
deterred him. Repeated destruction of his pressgasod stop him. "If by
compromise is meant that | should cease from my, dwatannot make it. |
fear God more that | fear man. Crush me if you,\aillt | shall die at my
post..." And he did, four days later, at the hamidgnother mob. Not one of
the ruffians was prosecuted or indicted or punishexhy way for this
murder. (Some of Lovejoy's defenders were prosdt@eae of the mob
assassins was later elected mayor of Alton!)

However, note this: One young man was around wiedeaply moved by
the Lovejoy martyrdom. He had just been electeti¢dllinois legislature.
His name was Abraham Lincoln.



Paul Simon, "Elijah Lovejoy," Presbyterian Life,:18 (November 1, 1965),
guoted in K. Mennenger, Whatever Became of SEi.(.

Corrie Ten Boom

It was at a church service in Munich that | saw,lanfiormer S.S. man who
had stood guard at the shower room door in thegssieg center at
Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jaiteeg | had seen since that
time. And suddenly it was all there — the roomfulrmcking men, the heaps
of clothing, Betsie's pain-blanched face.

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaanmid bowing. “How
grateful | am for your message, Fraulein.” He sai@. think that, as you
say, He has washed my sins away!” His hand wastlowt to shake mine.
And |, who had preached so often to the peopldaeBendaal the need to
forgive, kept my hand at my side.

Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled thraughl saw the sin of
them. Jesus Christ had died for this man; wasrgt ask for more? Lord
Jesus, | prayed, forgive me and help me to forgiae | tried to smile, |
struggles to raise my hand. | could not. | felthiiogj, not the slightest spark
of warmth or charity. And so again | breathed ardiprayer. Jesus, |
prayed, | cannot forgive him. Give me Your forgiess.

As | took his hand the most incredible thing hamgekr-rom my shoulder
along my arm and through my hand a current seempdds from me to
him, while into my heart sprang a love for thisasger that almost
overwhelmed me. And so | discovered that it isarobur forgiveness any
more than on our goodness that the world's hehlimges, but on His. When
He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, alory e command, the love
itself.

Corrie Ten Boom — “The Hiding Place”

“C” Grade

Secretary of State under President Eisenhower, Boster Dulles,
continued to brood about a scholastic mark he vedeat Princeton early in



his life. Talking about American education at a&erfForeign Relations
committee hearing, Dulles said:

“When | went to college, | had spent much time vitiench- speaking
families in Europe and could speak better Frenah thy professor. But
because | couldn’t conjugate a verb, | got a CitiAdl rest of my marks were
A’s and B’s. | never quite got over the injustidatd

What was an injustice to Sec. of State Dulles besde almost made it
was perfectly justified by his professor becausdiba’'t quite make it. The
standards were set and were not reached, so tlee ¢pade was given.

God set the standards for us, too, yet none oéngjaite reach them.
Regardless of how close we think we come to bearfept, none of us can
claim perfection and so are equal.



