Sermon Series: “Becoming God’s Humble Hero: Elijah=—Lord of Life Lutheran, Westfield, IN—9/16/07

Title:  “A No-Death Contract”

Text: 2 Kings 2: 1-14

Intro.: llIs.: Cheating Death

Theme: Faithfully finishing the life’s work God has foow to do is all about embedding yourself in the
promise of God to complete in us what he beganbaing it to completion in the resurrection promise
of Jesus.

| have fought the good fight, | have finished tbarse, | have kept the faith; in the future thisr&aid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lordritileeous Judge, will award to me on that day; aoad only
to me, but also to all who have loved His appeari@glim. 4:7-8

Wouldn't it be nice to know that we did not haveftace death?
Elijah had a ho-death contraétwhich God had plannedP¢int 2 Kings 2: 1, 11-1p
1. Elijah had come to expect the miraculous as Godsnin his life
a. Feeding by ravens; supplies from nowhere, backmpbisi word with divine responses from heaven
b. We have the impression from the text that Elijals waven advanced notice/fjen the Lord was about
to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwih)d
2. Three examples in Scripture of similar-death contracts
a. Enoch (Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God taok Gen 5: 24& (By faith Enoch was
taken up so that he should not see death; and Benatfound because God took him up, for he
obtained the witness that before his being takehaupras pleasing to God. Heb. 1): 5
b. Elijah (vs. 11-12) — God demonstrated by one more powaerit@acle/blessing that Elijah was his
humble hero
c. Jesusbecame the guarantor of the no death contractsfday his resurrection and ascensitra(n the
resurrection and the life; he who believes in M# hvie even if he dies, and everyone who lives and
believes in Me will never die.” John 11:25326
It is not trying to cheat death but living as ifuybave in God’s promise
1. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesussChvho according to His great mercy has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the reeation of Jesus Christ from the dead . . . so that
proof of your faith, being more precious than gefdich is perishable, even though tested by firey bea
found to result in praise and glory and honor a tevelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1: 3, 7
2. Living with a “fear not’ mentality (health, future, raising family, worgurpose)
A “no death contract” life-style
Do not allow yourself to be easily dissuaded bywdiaer sayRrint and read vss. 2-¢
1. llls.: Town law forbidding dying fails
2. Elijah wanted to spare grief but also test the ciiment of his protégée, Elisha by leaving him behin
a. Elisha lived in the hope of a living Lord who couéike the sting of death away at Elijah’s passing
b. "O death, where is your victory? O death, whergasr sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law but thanks be to God, wikesyus the victory through our Lord Jesus Chdist.
Cor. 15:55-57
Be bold in asking from the Lord what you need % lior His purpose Rrint and read vss. 7-10
1. Elisha asks to inherit the Lord’s blessing as lkesaup of Elijah’s ministry mantlel¢uble portion=1st
born right
2. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, irmbleyalways abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the LortiCor. 15:58
Keep your eyes pealed for what the Lord is aboditm your life Print and read vss. 11-13
1. llls.: watching for the meteor shower
2. It would have been easy in a moment of inatterfimoriElisha to miss the moment and miss the blessing
Act boldly in the power of the living Lord withinoy (Print and read vs. 14



1. Confident in God’s Word and promise Elisha followedhe footsteps of Elijah, Joshua and Moses to
part water

2. Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of wsgesurrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangeand let us run with endurance the race thaets s
before us. Hebrews 12:1

Cheating Death

According to columnist Cecil Adams, of the 15 peopho have attempted to go over Niagara Falls, 10
survived. The first person to attempt the featQatober 24, 1901, was a woman: Annie Edson Taglor
plump 63-year-old schoolteacher who claimed tonbeer early 40s. She used a four-and-a-half-foktoaarel
packed with inflated pillows, a mattress, and avilgfor ballast). Her ride was fairly uneventfapart from the
fact that she plunged roughly 170 feet over this falthe middle of it; she was fished out 75 mewuafter she'd
gone in, bruised and shaken but alive. (She regigrteld onlookers, "No one ought ever do that agaiThe
most recent Niagara Falls daredevil was Robert &kear, who went over on a jet ski in 1995. Overacked
because his "rocket-assisted parachute deploytbe arink of the falls as planned, but wasn't tettido his
back." But even those who stared death in thedadgagara Falls and lived couldn't cheat deatbver. Take,
for example, Bobby Leach, who went over the fallaisteel barrel in 1911. "The first man to go dherfalls,
he survived, only to die 15 years later after stigpon an orange peel in Christchurch, New Zeala@kcil
Adams, "The Straight Dope," The Reader's Guide (7-8-03), p. 2

Town law forbidding dying fails

The town of Le Lavandou on the French Riviera rdggrassed a law barring any more burials in tivento
cemetery. It's full. The law says, "It is forbidderthout a cemetery plot to die on the territorytloé commune.”
The law hasn't stopped people from dying. Ninef@®wple have died without a plot and are temporaolysed
in friends’ vaults. There is only one law againghd that really works—the law of the Resurrectidree

Eclov, Lake Forest, lllinois; from Chicago Tribune (9-22-00)

2 Kings 2:1-14
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heamenwhirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on theiryfaom
Gilgal.

’Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the Lord hag se@ to Bethel. "But Elisha said, "As surely as lthed lives
and as you live, | will not leave you." So they wdnwn to Bethel’The company of the prophets at Bethel
came out to Elisha and asked, "Do you know that.thrd is going to take your master from you todaés, |
know," Elisha replied, "but do not speak of ffThen Elijah said to him, "Stay here, Elisha; thed_bas sent
me to Jericho." And he replied, "As surely as tbedllives and as you live, | will not leave youd ey went
to Jericho®The company of the prophets at Jericho went ugish& and asked him, "Do you know that the
Lord is going to take your master from you toda{}?&s, | know," he replied, "but do not speak df fThen
Elijah said to him, "Stay here; th@kD has sent me to the Jordan." And he replied, "Aslgas the bRD lives
and as you live, | will not leave you." So the tafahem walked on.

’Fifty men of the company of the prophets went andd at a distance, facing the place where ElijhElisha
had stopped at the Jord&Alijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck tater with it. The water divided to
the right and to the left, and the two of them semsover on dry groundWhen they had crossed, Elijah said to
Elisha, "Tell me, what can | do for you before | taken from you?" "Let me inherit a double portafrnyour
spirit," Elisha replied'®You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah said gtyif you see me when | am taken from
you, it will be yours--otherwise not."



As they were walking along and talking togetheddgnly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appéaned
separated the two of them, and Elijah went up &vée in a whirlwind*“Elisha saw this and cried out, "My
father! My father! The chariots and horsemen adddit' And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hafltiis
own clothes and tore them apart.

3He picked up the cloak that had fallen from Eli@td went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan.

“Then he took the cloak that had fallen from him atrdck the water with it. "Where now is the Lotite God
of Elijah?" he asked. When he struck the watetiviled to the right and to the left, and he crdsseer. [NIV]



