Sermon for the last Sunday of the Church year—Lordf Life Lutheran, Westfield, IN—11/25/07

Title:  “When Jesus Comes Back”
Text: Matthew 14: 24: 23-44
Intro.: llls.: Ready or not—here | come!

Theme: Jesus’ coming will be associated with unmiskable signs which are meant to draw us into a

heightened expectation of Jesus promised coming &g await his final return.

Jesus’ Second Coming will be preceded by “me-toalsé Christ’s and propheté&rint vs 23-38)

1.

2.

Overt attempts by the world to interpret the enaes by taking our focus off of Jesus

a. Media/world leaders ringing our hands over globatming, pandemics, nuclear saber rattling

b. llls.: Doomsday clock moves ahead 2 minutes in 2007

Substitute life philosophies that sound good andaiiaut take our focus off salvation by grace tigytou
faith

a. llls.: The Oprahization of religion

Jesus’ Second Coming will be announced by creat®groaning(Print vss. 29-3)

1.

w N

The creation waits in eager expectation for thessoihGod to be revealed . . .that the creationfitsél
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brougiat the glorious freedom of the children of GodnR
8:19, 21

. Heavenly orbs, designed to mark “time’s beginnif@en 3:14), will be extinguished to mark “eternity”
. Itis so that no one will be able to explain it gwa

a. Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every elfes@&e him, even those who pierced him; and &l th
peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. R&v

. For the believer it will be the sign of their findgliverance

a. So Christ was sacrificed once to take away theaimsany people; and he will appear a second time,
not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to thoseovetne waiting for him. Hebrews 9:28

Preparing for Jesus’ Second Coming by being in Ge#Vord(Print vss. 32-395

1.

Although it should be plainly evident, spirituakdernment can only come through Gods’ Word

a. Analogy of predicting the seasons interestingly &smong the worldly because they leave God out of i
(vs.32)

b. Hurricane predictions miss the mark; global warniseage dire predictions are world’s frenetic and
frantic sense something amiss but unwilling to torGod for the answers

c. The man without the Spirit does not accept thegththat come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand thecguse they are spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. 2:14

. As believers we need to avoid the hand-wringindadms-day predictions and calmly live in the

knowledge of a the Lord who contrai things (All authority on heaven and on earth has been gteen

me. Matt 28: 18

a. God's sure word will not pass awdW({l men are like grass, and all their glory isdikhe flowers of
the field; the grass withers and the flowers fddlt the word of the Lord stands forever.”1 Peter 1
24-25H

Jesus’ Second Coming is not about being Left Ben@Print vss. 36-4)

1.

2.

Sensational and scare-tactic theology missesahiextual meaning of this text

a. llls.: Scene from left behind movie

b. Problem with this interpretation is that it actydlinders preparedness by creating a second chance
theology

Principles which Jesus taught about the last day

a. No one knows its timing or prediction (vs. 36)

b. As in Noah’s day, perfectly “noble” citizens wileldivided based upon their relationship not agtivit
(37-40)

c. Personal preparedness in one’s faith is cruciahgtmoment because the next might be your Judgment
Day



d. Just as man is destined to die once, and aftertth&tce judgment. Hebrews 9:27
Jesus’ Second Coming watch word is “WATCH!{Print vss. 42-43
1. The word base word literal meaning (awaken) — Beliewake up!

a. “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Chmiitshine on you." Be very careful, then, how you
live--not as unwise but as wise, making the mosvefy opportunity, because the days are evil.” Eph
5:14-16

b. Being confident of this, that he who began a goockwn you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus. Philip. 1:6

2. llls.: Watching for the return of the light

Ready or Not, here | come

Like most couples preparing for a wedding, Davet Besl his fiancée are probably worried about wirethe
not everyone will show up on time for the ceremonyduly 6, 2008. They need not worry about théanfl
Dave Barclay, though. He was so excited about #xdimg that he showed up a year early! When Dast B
wrote Barclay, telling him about the July 6 wedding/Vales, Barclay assumed Best meant July 6, 2807.
Barclay bought a plane ticket from Toronto for D0OnNce he arrived in Wales, he called Best tadetv
details about the location of the venue for theremy. It was only then that Barclay discoveredavhs a bit
ahead of schedule. When another year passes, Baitlgive it another try. He says, "At least idssured me
a mention in the speech next ye@tian Lowery, associate editor of PreachingToday.ao and Anthony
Delaney, West Horsley, Surrey, England; source: Reers, "Wedding guest turns up a year early,"
www.uk.reuters.com (7-11-07)

Doomsday clock moves ahead in 2007

Since its birth in 1947, the world's eyes have methe famous Doomsday Clock. This symbolic tireegi
measures how close the world is to "midnight"—ikaa nuclear or environmental apocalypse. It iciafly

set by the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists magazia resource dedicated to educating the worldtajiobal
security. The magazine made news in 2007 when ghisicollectively decided to set the clock aheeal t
minutes to 11:55 pm. The jump forward was in respedio the continued dangers of ongoing wars, the
worldwide increase in nuclear weapons, and the-gr@ring threat of climate change. The closest the
Doomsday Clock has ever been to midnight was twautes, when the U.S. successfully tested a hydrogen
bomb in 1953. The furthest it has been from midnvghas 17 minutes, after the 1991 fall of the Solueton.
Bill Ray, Litchfield Park, Arizona; source: Associaed Press, "Doomsday Clock moved ahead 2 minutes,"
The Arizona Republic (1-18-07)

Watching for the return of the light

There is a town in the extreme north of Norway \ehesich year, about January'18he people climb a hill that
looks out over the western sea. They do thisernctild to see the first sun rise after long moofhsight. They
brave the bitter cold to see only the hint of tha’s rays on the horizon before it dims in theiamight.
However the people are satisfied. They know thatdays are not far behind in which the sun wideagain
shine and eventually shine so far into the dayttinere literally is not sunset. In a similar waglievers
anticipate the return of the Son, not with fearegret, but with anticipation and great joy.

Matthew 24:23-44

3At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, heréhis Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believéiEor false
Christs and false prophets will appear and perfgreat signs and miracles to deceive even the efabiat
were possible®See, | have told you ahead of tifi®So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in tesett,' do
not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,hdt believe it.



2"For as lightning that comes from the east is viséblen in the west, so will be the coming of tha 8bMan.
“Wherever there is a carcass, there the vulturégatier.

**Immediately after the distress of those d#lys sun will be darkened, and the moon will neggts light the
stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly iesdvill be shakeh

3At that time the sign of the Son of Man will app&athe sky, and all the nations of the earth withurn.
They will see the Son of Man coming on the cloufithe sky, with power and great glofyAnd he will send
his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they gdther his elect from the four winds, from one ehthe
heavens to the other.

32:Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As sosrita twigs get tender and its leaves come out kymw that
summer is neaf Even so, when you see all these things, you knawitlis near, right at the dodf} tell you
the truth, this generation will certainly not pasgay until all these things have happeri@deaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

3No one knows about that day or hour, not everatigels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Fatffs.it
was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the cagrifithe Son of Mart®For in the days before the flood, people
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving inrriz@e, up to the day Noah entered the &dqd they knew
nothing about what would happen until the flood eaand took them all away. That is how it will betret
coming of the Son of Marf°Two men will be in the field; one will be taken atheé other left*Two women

will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be takend the other left.

“>Therefore keep watch, because you do not know teat @ay your Lord will coméBut understand this: If
the owner of the house had known at what time gltihe thief was coming, he would have kept watcth
would not have let his house be broken ifit6o you also must be ready, because the Son of Miecome at
an hour when you do not expect him.



