Sermon Series: “When Heaven Invades Earth’—Lord ofLife Lutheran, Westfield, IN—5/20/2007

Title:  “I'm Back!”

Text: Acts 1: 6-11

Intro.: llls.: Modern culture’s spin on" Coming

Theme: If Jesus returned today or this week, would wsurprised, annoyed, or ho-hum by his heralded
coming or would we be motivated by his promisedneto go out and invite the world to be a part of
it.

So when they met together, they asked him, “Laelyau at this time going to restore the kingdortstael?”
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the#és or dates the father has set by his own authoBut you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on;yand you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, aralli
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earthts A: 6-8

Things that distract us from carrying out our “gréd commission from Jesus
The world’s mocking
1. “In the last days scoffers will come, scoffing asitbiving their own evil desires. They will say, “@rl
is this coming he promised? Ever since our fatldezd, everything goes on as it has since the baggnn
of creation.” 2 Peter 3: 3-4
2. We love to be loved and hate to be associatedwhtit appears to be unsuccessful-and Satan knows it!
a. llls.: Ben Franklin on the importance of diligencein small things
. Listen to our Savior’'s counsel and comfort to hetelguered Church
. “The day of the Lord will come like a thief. Theveses will disappear with a roar: the elements \wél
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everythinigy will be laid bare. Since everything will be dested
in this way, what kind of people ought you to be@ ¥ught to live holy and godly lives as you look
forward to the day of God and speed its comingkeigping with his promise we are looking forwar@to
new heaven and a new earth, the home of rightesas@ePeter 3: 10-13
Our lackluster view of faith and life withess
1. We compartmentalize our life in the kingdom to wivatdo between these four walls
a. Print and read Acts 1: 10-11
b. The disciples like 1-465 gwaukers—paralyzed bydéparted Savior and a humanly overwhelming task
c. Afraid of being accused of being a fanatic or sigage become content with closet Christianity
2. Listen to what Jesus says to his servants, awaiigigeturn
a. “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whomniaster puts in charge of his servants to give
them their food allowance at the proper time? It i good for that servant whom the master finds
doing so when he returns...From everyone who has gzen much, much will be demanded; and
from the one who has been entrusted with much, macha will be asked.” Luke 12: 42-48
b. llls.: Martin Luther’s perspective on Christ’s retu rn
Our grief over loss
1. We are stopped dead in our tracks and our literalspiritual breath is sucked out of us by tragefdy
life’s losses.
2. At that moment we cry out with the Psalmist DaVithe waves of death swirled about me; the torrasfts
destruction overwhelmed me. The cords of the grall@round me; the snares of death confronted me.”
2 Sam.22: 5-6
3. We have forgotten God'’s promise bound up in Chigf coming.
a. Print and read 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
Encouraglng words about Jesus’ departure anff 2oming
Unless he went away the Spirit of empowering cowticome
1. Print and read John 16: 7-11
2. Purposed to encourage and comfort us
3. Purpose to convict and bring power-filled words @duct of believers to a stubbornly unbelieving lvor

B~ W



Gone for a while to go and get our place in hisveaas kingdom ready

1. Print and read John 14: 2-3

Having left behind the scent of his kingdom lifeoar daily lives among the world.

1. “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in trhehprocession in Christ and through us spreads
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of hi@oénthians 2: 14

2. llls.: You wear his coat well

Modern Culture’s announcement of Second Coming

How the news media would announce the end of thédwo

Sports lllustrated: "Game's Over!"

Ladies' Home Journal "Lose 10 Pounds by Judgment Day with Our New Ageadmion Diet!"

Inc. Magazine "Ten Ways You Can Profit from the Apocalypse.”

CNN: "World Ends; Women and Children Most Affected."

J. C. Penney's Catalog"Our Final Sale."

America Online: "System Temporarily Down. Try Calling Back in Mnutes."

Paul Thigpen, quoted in Holy Hilarity: Inspiratioh®it and Cartoons by Cal and Rose Samra (Waterbroo
Press, 1999), p. 15; submitted by Kevin A. Millece president, Christianity Today International

Ben Franklin’s “For Want of a Nail”

For want of a nail the shoe was lost. For want sii@e the horse was lost. For want of a horsedee was
lost. For want of a rider the battle was lost. Want of a battle the kingdom was lost. And all tfoe want of a
horseshoe nail.

Martin Luther’'s Perspective on Christ’s Final Return
Even If | knew that the world would come to an émahorrow, | would nevertheless plant an apple togey.
Let us live as thought Christ were crucified, yesdg, risen today, and coming again tomorrddartin Luther

Your wear his coat well

One day an evangelist by the name of Jakov ariivedcertain village. He commiserated with an dideran
named Cimmerman on the tragedies he had experiemckthlked to him of the love of Christ. Cimmerman
abruptly interrupted Jakov and told him that hehsto have nothing to do with Christianity. He neded
Jakov of the dreadful history of the church intoan, a history replete with plundering, exploitiragnd indeed
with killing innocent people. "My own nephew wadlédl by them," he said and angrily rebuffed anypefon
Jakov's part to talk about Christ. "They wear thelsdpporate coats and crosses," he said, "signifyingavenly
commission, but their evil designs and lives | agngnore." Jakov, looking for an occasion to geh@erman
to change his line of thinking, said, "Cimmermaam ¢ ask you a question? Suppose | were to stealogat,
put it on, and break into a bank. Suppose furtihatr the police sighted me running in the distandgecbuld not
catch up with me. One clue, however, put them gato track: they recognize your coat. What would gay
to them if they came to your house and accusedfbreaking into the bank?" "l would deny it, "dai
Cimmerman. "Ah, but we saw your coat,’ they wadg," retorted Jakov. This analogy quite annoyed
Cimmerman, who ordered Jakov to leave his homewesntinued to return to the village periodicallgt to
befriend Cimmerman, encourage him, and share tleedbChrist with him. Finally one day Cimmermarked,
"How does one become a Christian?" Jakov taughtiénsimple steps of repentance for sin and of truthe
work of Jesus Christ and gently pointed him to$hepherd of his soul. Cimmerman bent his knee esoi
with his head bowed and surrendered his life tasths he rose to his feet, wiping his tears, ibeaced
Jakov and said, "Thank you for being in my liferidAthen he pointed to the heavens and whisperex {Mear
His coat very well."Ravi Zacharias, Can Man Live Without God? (Word, 194); submitted by Van
Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky




Acts 1:10-11

They were staring into the sky as he departed. &uddtwo men in white clothes stood near thé&ffhey
asked, "Why are you men from Galilee standing hayking at the sky? Jesus, who was taken from gou t
heaven, will come back in the same way that youlsango to heaven."[GW]

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

Fellow believers, we do not want you to be ignomut those who fall asleep, or to grieve likerds of
men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus detdose again and so we believe that God will bvirth
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him...Fdcdhd himself will come down from heaven, with aitb
command, with the voice of the archangel and withttumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ usk first.
After that, we who are still alive and are lefliie caught up with them in the clouds to meetltbel in the
air. So we will be with the Lord forever. Therefpemcourage each other with these words.

John 16: 7-11

Unless | go away, the Counselor will not come ta;yaut if I go, | will send him to you. When he ces) he
will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin dmighteousness and judgment: in regard to sirgdmsEmen do
not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, e am going to the Father, where you can seeaenger;
and in regard to judgment, because the princei®fbrld now stands condemned.

John 14: 2-3

In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it weresmtl would have told you. | am going there topare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a placeyfau, | will come back and take you to be with mattyou also
may be where | am.



