Sermon Series: “When Heaven Invades Earth"—Lord ofLife Lutheran, Westfield, IN—5/13/07

Title: “For Such Is the Kingdom of God”

Text: Mark 10: 13-16

Intro.: llls.: Doctor moved by young boy’s prayer

Theme: God brings His kingdom within us through childdikaith; yet, we should not be fooled into thinkihgt child-
like means simpleton faith. Rather it is as deaplaoad as God is.

Child-like faith is God’s desire and design . . .

Because it cuts through phony-bologna, adult-likeligion
1. The disciples thought that religion was only fog Hdults, the serious, the true believer
a. Jesus counters their misguided notion by sa¥gstgp hindering’ and “allow (get out of the way)
b. Argument that faith is a “God-thing” becauspaduonwas probably a toddleffer of such a kind at
this one does the kingdom of God belong—vs) 14
2. llls.: Unexpected Question
3. We make faith and the kingdom of God too compliddiecause truly we want to be in control
a. llls. The story of King Ahaz and Isaiah (Isaiah 7)
b. It is unbelief when we try to interject ourselvasoi playing God and manipulating the world for séif
desires
4. Child-like faith trusts alonéen God for health & safety,future & family,provis1 & occupation faith
&forgiveness
Because it can see what human eyes can’t see
1. “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mindihegined what God has prepared for those who lowafi 1 Cor. 2: 9
2. llls.: Invisible Cars
3. This is not blind-faith which is easily mislead laut eyes-wide-open faith based on his past, cygent
future love
4. * Since God did not spare even His own Son but gawe @p for us all, won’'t God, who gave us Christ,
also give us everything else? Romans 8: 32
Because it takes God at his word
1. lllus.: Taking it literally
2. Print and read 2 Timothy 3: 14-17
3. Do you really believe God at his Word? Believew@d of forgiveness and quit living in guilt (Rd8n
1).
4. Do you believe God at his Word? Believe that yan say no to sin and quit living under its
power.(Titus2:1-14)
5. Do you believe God at his Word? Believe God habsraver will forsake you (Heb 13: 5-6)
Because it takes sin, the Devil, and temptatiorrjeesly
1. “unless you turn from yours sins and become ag ldhildren, you will never get into the Kingdom of
Heaven.” (Matt 18: 2)
2. Too sophisticated in our logic and excuses foriooimg in things that we know are wrong and
destructive
3. llls.: Perspective on Temptation
4. Be on your guard because the devil is like a ragition prowling around, seeking whom he may
devour....but you resist him, standing firm in y@aith. 1 Peter 5: 8,9
Because it sees dying and going to heaven as anathing
1. Sometimes we live as if as if we are dying andadi€f we shall never live again
a. So consumed with trying to shore up our decayirgjdsy witness to Christ’s life-changing power is
blunted
b. “I am the Resurrection and the Life, he who beli@avese shall live even though he dies, and he who
lives and believes in me shall never die.” John27:28
2. llls.: Child-like view of death and heaven



3. “She is not dead but she is asleéflesus said in response to Jairus’ little gidésath)

4. Jesus saysWhoever does not receive the kingdom of God likaild will not enter it at all.”

5. Our greatest witness to every person, of everyafeconomic position, (because everyone dies)is o
surreal, uncanny, out-of-this-world calm and peaswe joy at going home

6. llls.: Couldn’t be any better

7. And Jesus wiltake us into his arms and bless psst as he did with the little child brought to him

Doctor moved by young boy’s prayer

In the fall of 2005, my 9-year-old son, Austin, Had tonsils removed. Before the surgery, an aesgilogist
came in to start an IV. He was wearing a cool satgiap covered in colorful frogs. Austin lovedttfaog

hat." When the doctor started to leave, Austinechtiut, "Hey, wait." The doctor turned. "Yeah, byddhat do
you need?" "Do you go to church?" "No," the do@dmitted. "l know | probably should, but | donAtstin
then asked, "Well, are you saved?" Chuckling nesiyouhe doctor said: "Nope. But after talking tmy maybe
it's something | should consider.” Pleased withr@ésponse, Austin answered, "Well you should, ea@sus is
great!" "I'm sure he is, little guy,” the doctordsaand quickly made his exit. When Austin's suygeas
finished, the anesthesiologist came into the wgitoom to talk to me. He told me the surgery weell vthen
said, "Mrs. Blessit, | don't usually come down &al#t to the parents after a surgery, but | just twaill you
what your son did." Oh boy, | thougM/hat did that little rascal do nowPhe doctor explained that he'd just
put the mask on Austin when my son signaled thatdseled to say something. When the doctor remdweed t
mask, Austin blurted, "Wait a minute, we have tayit The doctor told him to go ahead, and Austiayed:
"Dear Lord, please let all the doctors and nurse®fa good day. And Jesus, please let the doctbrte frog
hat get saved and start going to church. Amen."ddwotor admitted that this had touched him. "l wasure he
would pray that his surgery went well," he explaintHe didn't even mention his surgery. He prayedrie!
Mrs. Blessit, | had to come down and let you knolata great little guy you have." A few minutegtat
nurse came to take me to post-op. She had a blg emher face as we walked to the elevator. "There
something you should know," she said. "Some obther nurses and | have been withessing to ananpré&yr
that doctor for a long time. After your son's suygée tracked a few of us down to tell us aboustius prayer.
He said, 'Well girls, you got me. If that little ypoould pray for me when he was about to have syrtfgen |
think maybe | need his Jesus, todltha Blessit, "A Prayer Before Surgery,” Today's Clristian
(July/August 2006), p. 27

Unexpected Question

The first-grade class was touring the printing prafsthe local newspaper. The huge, noisy presgas/ated
the children. In a quieter moment, the tour guiskeed if anyone had any questions. His training 'tiginte
prepare him for one girl's innocent query: "Whyadds and dogs fightPaul A. Capalbo, Somersworth, New
Hampshire. Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."

Invisible Cars

When we were driving through Pennsylvania Dutchntgil my seven-year-old grandson, Michael, coulgett
over all the Amish buggies. "Grandpa, why do theg borses instead of cars?" "Because they dorét/beh
automobiles," his mother explained. It was quietsfoninute, then Michael said, "But can't they theen?"
Harold F. Bermel, Havertown, Pennsylvania. Christiam Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."

Taking it literally

Our five-year-old son Mark couldn't wait to telsHfather about the movie we had watched on tel@vjg20,000
Leagues Under the SeBhe scenes with the submarine and the giant ostbad kept him wide-eyed. In the
middle of the retelling, my husband interrupted KidWhat caused the submarine to sink?" With a lobk
incredulity Mark replied, "Dad, it was the 20,0@aks!"Joy Anne Miller, Walla Walla, Washington.
Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."




Perspective on Temptation

When my daughter heard me say, "According to teilgspaper article, most automobile accidents ocdinirw
a fifteen-mile radius of home," she wisely askddptnmy, then why don't we move®tan Principe,
Jackson, New Jersey. Christian Reader, "Kids of th&ingdom."

Child-like view of death and heaven

My 4-year-old granddaughter and | were talking dag about death. Her grandfather has cancer awated
to prepare her for the inevitable. She didn't tike idea of talking about Pappy dying. But thentalked about
how we all will die someday and we listed namepeaiple close to her, including herself. | explaitteat each
person will go at a different time. She thoughtdanoment. Then it all came together in her midh,"we
take turns, right?" "Exactly right," | replied. Nawat it made sense, she happily went out to playgaret
Bumbaugh, Christian Reader, Vol. 34.

Mark 10:13-16

13And they were bringing children to Him so that Hight touch them; but the disciples rebuked thE¥But
when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and saltetao,t"Permit the children to come to Me; do notdein
them:; for the kingdom of God belongs to such aseH&Truly | say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child will not enter it ail.&I*°And He took them in His arms and began blessinmthe
laying His hands on them. [NASB]

2 Timothy 3: 14-17

14 But you must remain faithful to the things you &deen taught. You know they are true, for yowkgou
can trust those who taught ydtiYou have been taught the Holy Scriptures fromdttibd, and they have
given you the wisdom to receive the salvation duames by trusting in Christ Jest&SAll Scripture is inspired
by God and is useful to teach us what is true andake us realize what is wrong in our lives.traightens us
out and teaches us to do what is rigHtlt is God’s way of preparing us in every way, fuiquipped for every
good thing God wants us to do.



