Sermon Series: “Becoming God’s Humble Hero: Elijah*=Lord of Life Lutheran, Westfield, IN —

7/22/2007
Title:  “Boot Camp at Cherith”
Text: 1 Kings 17: 1-7

Intro: llIs.: Be Careful What You Wish For

Theme: We all want to find our value in being useful. dzbowever, finds our value in that we are hiscthil
and his purpose is being played out in us. Whegamee to realize and accept that, we will find His
value in our life.

God'’s un-politically-correct assignmeni®rint verses 1-3

Accepting and acknowledging that you are God’'seggntative, not his negotiator (vs. 1)

1. Elijah acknowledges the “living God” for whom hedhaoth love and respect

2. When God calls you to represent him, reflect onmvlyou serve and whighe God...whom | serve who
lives)

Trusting in God’s unorthodox plan and provision. (<)

1. Elijah stated God's intent without watering it dowat of fear or doubt
a. Do you trust God at his word in your marriage, jolhjd raising, being his church to say it and lit&
b. "So you shall observe to do just as the Lord yood Gas commanded you; you shall not turn aside to

the right or to the left. Deut. 5:32

2. God gave Elijah #&aith momentin terms of how he would provide — humanly impbssisupernatural
promises
a. llls.: Ignored answer to prayers
b. And my God will supply all your needs accordinddts riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philip. 4:19

Learning some lessons from our “Cherith experientes
- The God who gives can also choose to take away.

1. The Lord has given, and the Lord has taken awayy tMa name of the Lord be praised."Job 1: 21

2. Can we bless when in the mystery of Lord’s plamdmoves something cherished/vital
(spouse/child/job/ministry)

3. llls.: God’s loving kick

Our dried up personal resources can be the direstult of our own prayers.

1. Elijah was human like us. Yet, when he prayedithabuldn't rain, no rain fell on the ground forrde-
and-a-half years. James 5: 17

2. Elijah wasn’t surprised by what he saw in answerisgprayers—but how often we are!

3. But he must ask in faith without any doubting,tf@ one who doubts is like the surf of the seaedri
and tossed by the wind. For that man ought nokpeet that he will receive anything from the Lord.
James 1:6-7

Submission is as much about being hidden as laesitabeing useful.

1. Impatience with God’s timing in our shaping lead$dolish/destructive choices; while patience czad|
to life

2. For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in kadernacle; In the secret place of His tent Hd hittle
me; He will lift me up on a rock. Psalm 27:5

3. llls.: FB Meyer quote: Hidden and Useful

The Father’s directing will for us also includesoprsion.

1. Raven where not exactly “chef's choice,” yet Godyided all that Elijah needed to survive for thgga
to follow

2. God’s plan for us is not just to survive but thatrhight effectively use us later on and keep usmeoted
to Him

3. He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered bwer for us all, how will He not also with Him
freely give us all things? Rom 8: 32

We are to trust God one day at a ti(Rint vs. 6)



1. "Look at the birds. They don't plant, harvest, atlger the harvest into barns. Yet, your heavenihé&a
feeds them. Aren't you worth more than they?. figsif be concerned about his kingdom and what has
his approval. Then all these things will be prodder you. "So don't ever worry about tomorrow .eAft
all, tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day hasough trouble of its own. Matt 6: 26, 33-34

2. Like Elijah, God never tells us what the next sgepntil we, by faith in him, have taken the fissép

3. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for cthraviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1

A drying brook is often a sign of God’s pleasurat, His disappointmen{Print vs. 7)

1. Elijah had done nothing to bring about God’s judginget, God did not want him to stay at Cherith
forever

2. Often God’s honing/disciplining of faith appearspamishment; but we forget what it means to livdem
grace

3. Think about Jesus, who endured opposition fromesgrso that you don't become tired and give up. Yo
struggle against sin, but your struggles haverieé&iyou. You have forgotten the encouraging wainds
God speaks to you as his children: "My child, pagrtion when the Lord disciplines you. Don't gine
when he corrects you. The Lord disciplines everymnkves. He severely disciplines everyone hepéece
as his child." Heb. 12: 3-6

Be Careful What You Wish For

A recruit in Navy boot camp got on the wrong sifl@ar company commander and was ordered to do ppsh-
As he neared triple digits, an airliner flew oveatie"l bet you wish you were on that plane, dam&t®' sneered
the CC. "No, sir," said the unlucky recruit. "Whpwdn't you want to be on that plane?" "Becaude'recruit
grunted between push-ups, "that plane's landingnit to be on one that's leaving= Joke contributed by
Gene Damron

Ignored Answer to Prayer

A businessman was late for an important meetingcanttin't find a parking space. As he franticallgled the
block, the man got so desperate that he decidpchto Looking up toward heaven, he said, "Lordetpky on
me. If you find me a parking space, I'll go to dtuevery Sunday for the rest of my life, and ndy dhat, I'll
give up drinking." Miraculously, a parking spaceeagred. The guy looked up again and said, "Neved ni
found one."Submitted by John Beukema, Chambersburg, Pennsylvaa

God'’s Loving Kick

A Norfolk-Southern train was rolling down the radgIndiana at 24 miles per hour. Suddenly the caohat,
Robert Mohr, spotted an object on the tracks roughdity block away. Initially the engineer, Rodhtley,
thought it was a dog on the tracks. Then Mohr suegh "That's a baby!" The baby was 19-month-oldl¥Emi
Marshall, who had wandered away from home whilerhether planted flowers in her yard. Lindley hieth
brakes. Mohr bolted out the door and raced aloegi@e to the front of the engine. He realized theais no
time to jump ahead of the train and grab the b8byhe ran down a set of steps, squatted at thenbatt the
grill, and hung on. As the train drew close to Brshe rolled off the rail onto the roadbed, b svas still in
danger of being hit by the train. So Mohr stretchatlhis leg and pushed her out of harm's way. Mioén
jumped off the train, picked up the little girl,canradled her in his arms. Little Emily ended uphwust a cut
on her head and a swollen lip. Sometimes, liketthis conductor, God must kick us in order to sase
Charles Kimball




Hidden and Useful

F.B. Meyer saw in Elijah’s time at Cherith “the gtevalue of hidden life. . .Every saintly soul thaguld wield
great power with people must win it in some hid@#erith. WE cannot give out unless we have preWous
taken in.” We don't like to be hidden though, devWe often interpret it as being set aside, aselut there
is value in that hidden time. Even though we aren’tactive duty,” God is still actively shapingrotharacters
and preparing us for the next step in His pl&B. Meyer, Great Men of the Biblg§London, England:
Marshall Pickering, 1990), p. 344

1 Kings 17:1-7

Elijah, who was from Tishbe but had settled in &lgesaid to Ahab, "l solemnly swear, as the Lordl Gb
Israel whom | serve lives, there will be no dewain during the next few years unless | say $btien the Lord
spoke his word to Elijai¥'Leave here, turn east, and hide beside the ChRivtlr, which is east of the Jordan
River.*You can drink from the stream, and I've commandeenms to feed you thereElijah left and did what
the word of the Lord had told him. He went to liwethe Cherith River, which is east of the JordareR
®Ravens brought him bread and meat in the mornidgrathe evening. And he drank from the stre&But
after some time the stream dried up because ndaairfallen in the land. [GW)]



