Sermon Series: “Embracing Forgiveness”-Lord of LifeLutheran, Westfield, IN—7/1/07

Title:  “Beyond Forgiveness: Reconciliation”

Text: Philemon verses 1-21

Intro.: llls.: Man transformed after dealing with his anger

Theme: God, the Father, not only wants us to forgive waitiillingly spirit; he want us to go the furtheep of
reestablishing the lines of communication and retiation so that God’s grace can flow between the
two.

Understandlng the context of the conflict
Wisdom, not knowledge, is needed in a thorny sibnat
1. “Men of Issachar understood the times and knew vsraiel should do.” 1 Chronicles 12: 32
2. “Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? Tieeraore hope for a fool than for him.” Proverbs
29:20
Believers are often conflicted between faith valaed cultural expectations
1. Philemon was a new believer and strong church tealdeeh Paul assumes and acknowledges
a. Printvss 1-3
b. A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh waing up anger. Proverbs 15:1
c. That requires finding/losing yourself in Christtbat the conflict isn’t about you or your feelings
2. Philemon was a slave owner (slave=Onesimus) witfetad permission to punish/kill a runaway slave
a. Printvss. 4-10
3. Justification for our legalism or unforgiving attite often is based on man’s word/not God’s
a. "Everything is permissible for me"--but not evemgthis beneficial. "Everything is permissible for
me"--but | will not be mastered by anything. 1 Gaid.2
b. In terms of eternity— is this leading toward this person’s eterna lif heaven and am | assisting that
goal?
When we are humble before the Lord, we can be @uaavith each other
1. Paul brings Philemon back to a Christ-centeredgeets/e by saying,l“am a bond-slave of Christ.” (vs.
1)
2. So speak and so act as those who are to be judgtdebdaw of liberty. For judgment will be mercee®
one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs ovgnpasht. James 2:12-13
Maximize grace while not minimalizing the offense
Grace-based reconciliation is not about reparatinstarting over, anew in Chri8tint vs. 11, 16
1. Play on the name @nesimus = “useful”— even though had name before, now in Christ was ne
person
2. Do you see yourself and the other as useful ingEhif any person is in Christ, he is a new creation. 2
Cor. 5: 17
3. Reconciliation is not about rehabbing old worn ways but risking new and uncharted territory ini€thr
a. "No one puts new wine into old wineskins; othervigewine will burst the skins, and the wine i los
and the skins as well; but one puts new wine mashf wineskins."Mark 2:22
b. Reach out/step across the divide by taking orudts/actions which demonstrate a yielding spirit
c. llls.: What do you do when you reach the stop sigat the same time as another?
Reconciliation is about being compelled with loaéher than propelled with guiPrint vss. 12-14
1. “Forgiveness the scent the flower gives off whermushed under the heal of a shoe.”
2. For Christ's love compels us, because we are coedithat one died for all, and therefore all dzqor.
5:14
3. Motivating someone to repent or reconcile or comeklzannot be law driven but must be “love led”
Printvs. 17
4. He has made us competent as ministers of a newantrenot of the letter but of the Spirit; for tletter
kills, but the Spirit gives life. 2 Cor. 3:6
Reconciliation is seeing God’s hand and plan inntiést of broken relationshigrint vs. 15



1. Even in your hurt looking for what God is accombpiigy for your good

2. We know that all things work together for the gobthose who love God—those whom he has called
according to his plan. Romans 8:28

Reconciliation acknowledges the loss by briningi§tls resource to fill iPrint vs. 18-20

1. Paul hints that not only the runaway issue stoddalso something was stolen to finance the trip

2. Get the issue/debt out of the way by filling theadrom the resources of God’s storehouse in Christ
a. llls.: the story of Zaccheus from Luke 19
b. And my God will supply all your needs accordinddts riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philip. 4:19
c. Expect much because you have a great God who kasaargive muchRrint verse 21)

Man transformed after dealing with his anger

In his bookit Came from WithinAndy Stanley tells of a man whose faith sprancklia life once he dealt with
his anger. Stanley writes:

| met Joe at Starbucks. He was sitting in one a$éhoverstuffed chairs with headphones on andwl $kat
said, "Don't anybody come near me." Everything alhisicountenance and posture communicated anger. S
when | saw him, | avoided eye contact and wentlmuamy business. As | was waiting for my soy laliee
approached me and said, "Aren't you Andy?" At gaaticular moment, | wasn't sure if | should be yod
not.... "Somebody gave me one of your CDs," he saide 'B&en listening to it. But I've got to tell yolhdve a
real problem with God, and the church, too, fot thatter." Joe had been through two difficult does. His
first wife had been sexually abused as a childvaasi never able to face the issues involved. Afdeyears of
marriage, the memories of abuse surfaced and etbdednarriage, which ended in divorce. His exewif
passed away suddenly two years later. Joe therrniedhebut after three years, this too ended iearthbreaking
divorce. Joe was lonely, a recovering alcoholiceréhwas no evidence of the existence of God assfae
could see.. | got Joe's phone number and connected him wi¢ghad our pastors, John Woodall. John called
Joe, met him for coffee, and struck up a friendshiat was the last | saw of Joe, for a while. €hmenths
later, | was sitting in that same Starbucks, tajkima student pastor from another church, whemwaiiked Joe.
When he saw me, he headed straight for my tablke fif$t thing | noticed was that he was smilinge ®econd
thing | noticed was that he was carrying a Biblaptebook, and a book on marriage. "I'm gettinganeiad
next week!" he announced. | wasn't sure what taktHiTo who?" | asked. "To Susan!" he exclaimeds&u
was his ex-wife. "Susan and | are getting remardetin is doing the wedding." | could see in Jegés that
something remarkable had happened. And it had. eecourse of several meetings with John, Joeddiie
courage to quit blaming and, instead, take a laakhet was rattling around in his heart. He hachbeeangry
man, with reason to be angry. But like so many [gEqwe had no idea what to do about his anger.hed
unresolved anger had eroded his faith to the pualrare it was almost nonexistent. John had help#ak's faith
come to life. With his renewed faith came the mation he needed to address other issues in hid hie
transformation was so remarkable that Susan noéinddegan asking questions. Soon after, she ptaitiein
Christ. The week before Susan and Joe were rerdadoéin baptized her in one of our morning servidesly
Stanley, It Came from Within (Multhomah, 2006), p. 58-60; submitted by John Bekema,

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

Philemon 1:1-21

'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy oothier, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow werkto
Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldérd to the church that meets in your hofiBrace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ

“| always thank my God as | remember you in my psybecause | hear about your faith in the Lord Jerds a
your love for all the saint§l pray that you may be active in sharing your fasth that you will have a full
understanding of every good thing we have in Chfi&iur love has given me great joy and encouragement,
because you, brother, have refreshed the heaitte shints.2Therefore, although in Christ | could be bold and



order you to do what you ought to dget | appeal to you on the basis of love. | thenPaul--an old man and
now also a prisoner of Christ JesuSt-appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who becamsanywhile | was in
chains.

YEormerly he was useless to you, but now he hasmhecrseful both to you and to me%ro longer as a slave,
but better than a slave, as a dear brother. Herisdear to me but even dearer to you, both asreamd as a
brother in the Lord.

12 am sending him--who is my very heart--back to.yduwould have liked to keep him with me so that he
could take your place in helping me while | am rainis for the gospel’But | did not want to do anything
without your consent, so that any favor you do Wédlspontaneous and not forced.

perhaps the reason he was separated from youifthe avhile was that you might have him back farogl
S0 if you consider me a partner, welcome him aswould welcome me.

% he has done you any wrong or owes you anyttihgrge it to me®l, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand. | will pay it back--not to mention that yowe@me your very self®l do wish, brother, that | may have
some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my h@ahrist.

IConfident of your obedience, | write to you, knowithat you will do even more than | ask.



