Sermon Series: Chrigt at the Crossroads—L ord of Life Lutheran, Westfield, IN—3/13/2005

Title.  “Christ at the Crossroad of Death”

Text: John 11: 1-45

Intro.: “What if . . . (the Challenger and Columbia accidents) the unexpected inevitable”

Theme: Confronted with the inevitable consegquence of snin our life—death, we need Jesus, as the Resurrection and
the Life, to lead us to chose the path to hope and life rather than the one of despair and destruction.

Our human, common reaction to death

We joke about it

1. Wetry with humor to cover over avery sobering redity

2. ILLS:: THE CRASH DUMMY MESSAGE

3. TheBibleisvery plain-spoken about why death happens
1. "The person who sinswill die.” Ezekiel 18: 20
2. " And so death passed to all people because all sinned.” Romans5: 12

Welivein denid over it

4. Much of Wegtern culture today traffics in the business of the denid of the onset of death

5. Much of our lives and plans and existence makes no plan or concession for the possibility of death’ s interruption

6. llls.: TheLast Thing We Talk About (Death destroys beauty) Joseph Bayly

Wefear it

7. Thereisno ddusions of sdf -trust when you face the moment of deeth (no make-over or 401k or vacation will
help)

8. IlIs.: Quote from Joseph Bayly, The Last Thing We Talk About (living in the shadow of death)

9. Butinthe midst of that fear at the crossroad from life to death, God stands with his grace and hope

10. Eventhough I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil, for You are with me. Ps
23: 4

When death showed up for Jesus and hisfriend Lazarus

Sicknessturnsto death (Print and read John 11: 1-16)

11. May and Marthaand Lazarus never expected the illness to turn termind
1. llls.: A chest cold turned life-threatening

12. May, Martha, and disciples expected Jesus, the Great Hedler, to do something about it (he whom you love
issick)

13.  Jesusplan wasto usethistimeto get Lazarus family and friends to focus on Him as their hope and savation

14. Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same pur pose, because
he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased fromsin. 1 Peter 4: 1

Delay leads to blame (Print and read John 11: 17-37)

15. Inthepain of disgppointment ssters both said, “If you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
(21,32

16. Fickle/lcynicd crowd, “ Could not this man, who opened the yes of the blind, have kept this man from
dying.” vs. 37

17. Sometimeswe listen to the howls of Satan convincing us that God is vindictive/uncaring/impotent and fall avay

Grief leadsto faith (Print and read John 11: 38-45)

18.  When lying flat on our back looking up is when we are ready to look to Jesus for deliverance in face of our
mortdity

19. Jesusleveraged Martha's moment of grief to bring her to a crossroad of faith (Read vs. 23-27, 39-40)

20. Ismoment of death atime of our greatest faith boost? Are you preparing yoursaf and family for it to be that
way?
1. llIs: Confirmation classfield trip to the funeral home, tonight

21. Doyouandl liveasif we havefaith that Jesusis OUR resurrection and the life?



Standing at the crossroads of life and death
- Choosefath’sforward vison rather than intellect’ s backward glance
22.  Thomeas could only see the potentia of Jesus death (Let us go that we may die with Him. Vs. 16)
23. Marthacould only see arotting corpse (Lord, by thistime there will be a stench, for he has been dead
four days)
24. For our citizenship isin heaven, fromwhich also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Phil 3: 20
Choose hope not despair
25. Brothersand sisters, we don't want you to be ignorant about those who have died. We don't want you
to grieve like other people who have no hope. 1 Thess. 4:13
26. Preparing to process your grief for growth (that means talking about degth, grieving, hope, and heaven)
Choose to be in the process of living nat dying
27. "l amtheresurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; **and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (Vs. 25-26)

WHAT IF

On abright, crisp January 28" date in 1986, a gleaming space shuttle stood poised to be hurtled into space off the
launch pad at Cape Canaverd, Florida. What made thistrip stand out as unique from the previous 24 launchesis that
this was one carried thisfirst genera member of the public, a school teacher named Chrisa McCalliff. The decision to
dlow anon-NA SA-nor+military person on board the shuttle was controversia because of the concernsfor safety.
However, this highly publicized controversd portion of the flight was not where the real cause for concern was. Little
know to any except afew top NASA officias was a decison to go forward with a criticadly flawed O-ring on the solid
rocket boosters. Tests had show that if the outdoor temperatures at launched dropped into the 30's that the rubber
would become brittle and possibly cause a critica and potentialy catastrophic failure which would surdly kill the crew
and destroy the shuttle. The night before the launch forecasts were fore extremely cold temperatures. Launch
controllers debated with NASA officials about scrubbing the launch. A decision was made to go forward because of
three previous ddlays. The launch counted down 6, 5, 4—commit to lift off—3, 2, 1, liftoff. Asthe shuttle roared to life
and dowly lifted off the pad, many in mission control thought that they had dodged a bullet. However, at 73 seconds
the command for 105 % throttle up was barked out, the shuttle pushed forward and suddenly—a catastrophic
explosion occurred. Stunned on-lookers and mission controllers looked on—firgt in confusion, then in disbdief, and
finaly in outright horror and grief. In the days and weeksto follow many WHAT |F’ S werevoiced. A lot of finger
pointing occurred al because everyone belabored politically correct decision-making and wrongly designed O-rings and
aschool teacher placed in harms way on a technology that had not yet been perfected.

ThelLast Thing We Talk About (Death destroys Beauty)

Degth destroys beauty. . .When the automobil€ s victim is human, whenachild not a bird, aman not amole lies dead
on the road, we see the true nature of death. . .Beauty destroyed by ten pills, achievement terminated by a sevenstory
fdl, youth’s glory ended by a grenade, women and children charred by napam: these are the faces of death. Coronary,
cancer groke, infection. Death comes, even normdly, in amultitude of ways, to every human condition, every age.
Shall we deny deeth and try to make it beautiful? A corpseis never beautiful, anima corpse or corpse of man. . .We
cannot beautify death. We may live with it and accept it, but we cannot change its foul nature” (Joseph Bayly, The
Last Thing We Talk About, rev. ed. [Elgin, IlI.: David C. Cook Publishing Co., 1973], pp. 14-15)

ThelLast Thing We Talk About (living in the shadow of death)

Dairy farmer and sdes executive live in death’s shadow, with Nobel prize winner and prostitute, mother, infant, teen, old
man. The hearse stands waiting for the surgeon who transplants a heart as well as the hopeful recipient, for the funera
director aswell asthe corpse he manipulates. Death sparesnone! (Joseph Bayly, The Last Thing We Talk About,
rev. ed. [Elgin, Ill.: David C. Cook Publishing Co., 1973], pp. 11-12]




John 11:1-45

"Now aman named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2This Mary,
whose brother Lazarus now lay sck, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her
hair. *So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you loveissick.” “When he heard this, Jesus said, " This Sickness
will not end in death. No, it isfor God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." °Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus. °Y et when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days. “Then he
said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea.” ®'But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jaws tried to stone you,
and yet you are going back there?' °Jesus answered, " Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day
will not stumble, for he sees by thisworld's light. *°It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.”
UAfter he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus hes falen adeep; but | am going there to wake him
up." *His disciples replied, "Lord, if he deeps, he will get better.” **Jesus had been spesking of his death, but his
disciples thought he meant natural deep. **So then he told them plainly, "Lazarusis deed, *and for your sake | am glad
| was not there, so that you may believe. But let usgo to him." **Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the
disciples, "L et usdso go, that we may die with him.”

0On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had aready been in the torb for four days. *®Bethany was less than two miles
from Jerusdlem, **and many Jews had come to Martha.and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. ?When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. ?"Lord," Marthasaid to
Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2But | know that even now God will give you whatever
you ask." ?Jesus said to her, "Y our brother will rise again." **Martha answered, "1 know he will rise again in the
resurrection a the last day." *Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believesin me will live, even
though he dies; *°and whoever lives and bdlievesin me will never die. Do you believethis?' 'Yes, Lord," shetold him,
"| believe that you are the Chrit, the Son of God, who was to comeinto the world." 2And after she had said this, she
went back and called her sster Mary aside. "The Teacher ishere" she said, "and is asking for you." »When Mary
heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. **Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was till at the place
where Martha had met him. **When the Jaws who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. *\When Mary
reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, shefell a hisfeet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died." *When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come aong with her aso weeping, he
was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. **"Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they replied.
% Jesus wept. *Then the Jaws said, "See how heloved him!" *But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"

% Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. ** Take away
the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sster of the dead man, "by this time there is abad odor, for he has
been there four days." “*Then Jesus said, "Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?' *'So
they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, | thank you that you have heard me. “l knew that
you dways hear me, but | said thisfor the benefit of the people sanding here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
*When he had said this, Jesus called in aloud voice, "Lazarus, come out!” ““The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with gtrips of linen, and a cloth around hisface. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothesand let him

go." “Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.



