Sermon Series: “ The Darkness and the Dawn” —L OL , Westfield—3/19/2003
Title: “What isfair?’

Text: Luke23: 39-43 & Matt. 20: 1-16

Intro: Retelling the story of the parable of Master and Workersin Vineyard
Theme: Although we might expect what isfair, God in His graces gives what we need.

We demand and expect life to be fair
Retribution isthe law of life
1. Ills.: Pay menow or pay melater
2.The two Scripture accounts are based upon a system of payment
a. The wages of the hired hand
b. The crucifixion of the criminds on ether Sde of Jesus for past crimes
c. Jesus, asked to make a payment which he did not owe
Retribution is often what we choose
1.Wedon't like alife which seemsto operate without “just” rules
2.0ur sdf-righteous rage twisted into unjust anger
a. Jealous when others get ahead or get undeserved favors (workers-vs. 12)
b. Sinfully lashing out to hurt and deprive othersto get back (evil thief to Jesus)
c. Not content and blaming God (vs. 11)
Retribution is redly what we deserve but not what we want
1. Ills.: *You ask for justice when what you want is mercy.” (Rosenberg spy trid)
2.When we unmercifully judge others, we are judging oursdves
3. “ You will be judged by the same standard you use to judge others.” Mt7:2
4. The penitent thief recognized he deserved “jugtice’”; only Jesus could give “mercy”
God upsets our equation by his grace
- God pours out His grace and is not “fair”
1.0therwise we would not stand a chance (If you counted iniquity, who could stand.)
2.The thiel—no caculated compensation to give but forgiven anyway
3.Jesus did not throw out justice-He satidfied it
4. * Jesus brought the sacrifice for the sins of the people once and for all when he
sacrificed himself.” Heb 7:27
God inggts on being graciousto dl
1.Even to the “ unworthy” in the waning hours (Read M at. 20: 6-9)
2.Deeting our thought of works righteousness (we bore the burden...vs. 12)
3.Evento me—CHIEF OF SINNERS
God wants us to befilled up with hismercy (I desire mercy not sacrifice. Mat 9:13)
1.So that we forgive like He does
2.50 that we love, unconditiondly, like He does
3.50 that we seek and rgjoice over the lost like he does
4.” Thereisjoy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Luke 15: 10
5.11ls.: Theologian John Newton said, “When | get to heaven | shdl see three wondersthere. The first
wonder will be, to see ;many people there whom | did not expect to see—the second wonder will be
to miss many people whom | did expect to see; and the final and greatest wonder of dl, will beto find
mysdf there”



Matthew 20:1-16

1"For the kingdom of heaven is like alandowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his
vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. *'About the third hour
he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. “He told them, 'Y ou aso go and work in
my vineyard, and | will pay you whatever isright.' °So they went. "He went out again about the sixth hour and the
ninth hour and did the same thing. ®About the eleventh hour he went out and found till others standing around.
He asked them, 'Why have you been standing here dl day long doing nothing? ™ 'Because no one has hired us;
they answered. "He said to them, 'Y ou aso go and work in my vineyard.' #When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Cal the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired
and going on to the first." *' The workers who were hired about the eeventh hour came and each received a
denarius. 1°So when those came who were hired firgt, they expected to receive more. But each one of them aso
received a denarius. "When they received it, they began to grumble againgt the landowner. **These men who
were hired last worked only one hour,' they said, ‘and you have made them equd to us who have borne the
burden of the work and the hest of the day.' **"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, | am not being unfair to
you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? **Take your pay and go. | want to give the man who was hired |ast
the same as | gave you. **Don't | have the right to do what | want with my own money? Or are you envious
because | am generous? *"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."



